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Sergeant Gareth Blackburn, 38, and Detective Constable Stephen
MacDonald, 42, were summonsed to appear before Westminster
Magistrates Court to face a string of allegations related to an arrest they
made on a man suspected of harassing a colleague in September 2008.

Former aircraft engineer Michael Doherty, 40, claimed the officers turned
up at his house at 6.30am, smashed down his door with a battering ram
in front of his terrified family, before handcuffing him and dragging him to
the police station.

Mr Doherty was granted permission to bring the case by a district judge
who also ordered that both Metropolitan Police officers attend
yesterday’s preliminary hearing.

The origins of the case date back to 2008 when Mr Doherty made a
serious allegation to the police in Hillingdon, West London.

Frustrated at what he considered was a lack of progress in the
investigation, Mr Doherty made a number of phone calls to his local
police station.
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Police officers in court as man brings private prosecution
Two police officers have appeared in court accused of burglary, kidnap and false
imprisonment after a judge granted the alleged victim the right to bring a rare private
prosecution.

Latest Travel Deals »

Click for More Offers

$119+: Hotel Mazarin, New Orleans | Just 1/2
Block from Bourbon Street!
Free Continental Breakfast

Latest Job Vacancies

What: t it le, keywords city, state, or zip

Find Jobs

Latest Job Vacancies
Experienced Truck Drivers
Swift Transportation - Pennsylvania

Combination Dock and P&D / Road Driver
New Penn - Dunmore, PA

Owner Operators - Lowest Insurance
Rates...
Knight Transportation - Scranton, PA

OWNER OPERATORS
A. Duie Pyle - Wilkes-Barre, PA

Satellite TV Technician/Installer
DISH - Township of Pittston, PA

Owner Operator Flatbed Drivers
Lone Star Transportation - Scranton, PA

Truck Driver - CDL - We Train
CR England - Pennsylvania

jobs by 

Michael Doherty arriving at Westminster Magistrates Court  Photo: NNP

628

557

71

0

Privacy and cookies SubscribeRegisterLog in

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://fashion.telegraph.co.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/scotland/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/martin-evans/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/9501876/Motoring-fines-are-just-one-way-traffic.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/facebook/9262043/Woman-launches-legal-action-to-identify-Facebook-trolls.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/news/9113220/Crash-for-cash-mother-jailed-leaving-behind-baby.html
javascript:print()
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/martin-evans/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/travel/9051826/More-travel-deals-from-Dunhill-Travel.html
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


More from The Telegraph More from the web

 Share Facebook Twitter LinkedIn 4

 
Police charged with race offences 26 Jul 2012

He was subsequently accused of harassing a civilian police worker at the
station, and the two officers arrived at his home to investigate the
complaint.

When Mr Doherty refused to let the officers into his home, he alleges
they broke down his door and forcibly took him into custody.

Mr Doherty was later cleared of all charges but applied for permission to
bring a private prosecution against the arresting officers.

The summons issued by District Judge Deborah Wright at Uxbridge
Magistrates last month, stated that the two officers were accused of
trespass and an attempt to inflict grievous bodily harm on the home
owner.

The summons aid: "You were on the property as a trespasser and you
threatened to smash down a glass-panelled door which the homeowner
was holding closed.

"You threatened and used a battering ram to support your threat of
violence. The occupants were caused fear for their personal safety.

"You wilfully failed to perform your duty to such a degree that it amounted
to an abuse of the public trust which had been placed in you."

The summons also stated that the officers were alleged to have carried
Mr Doherty away without any lawful authority.

“There was no consent from the victim and you used unlawful violence to
carry out this kidnap," the document stated.

It went on: "You were tasked to carry out enquiries into allegations of
harassment, however when lawfully refused entry to the home of Mr
Doherty you did without lawful authority force entry into their private
home.”

It is extremely rare for a summons to be issued against police officers as
part of a private prosecution.

Criminal cases are usually brought by the Crown Prosecution Service,
but people can pursue their own actions under the Prosecution of
Offences Act 1985.

Both police officers, who remain on full duties, are due to appear before
Southwark Crown Court on October 19 for a Plea and Case Management
Hearing.
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